Scottish S*IB Gathering 2015 Version 2

Note:

What:

Why:

When:

Start time:

As with all RIBnet coordinated cruises, RIBnet takes no official role
in the organization or coordination of this ‘event’. ALL skippers are
responsible for their vessel’s safe navigation and the well being
of those aboard.

A group of like minded small boat users cruising on Scotland’s
West Coast. There will be no formal program or course to follow
but a suggested passage will be proposed for each day.

Cruising in company is sociable but also brings some relative
comfort that if something does go wrong, or you forget the bottle
opener there will be someone around who can lend a hand.

13 - 14t June 2015

Aiming to launch around 10am (Sat)... so some people may wish to
come up the night before, or add on some cruising on the Friday.

Recovery time: TBC - but assume 3pm Sun... so those with long drives may

Where:

wish to stay longer / tag on an extra day.

Launching Oban. Gannavan Sands Slipway OSGB: NM 862 327

[ have confirmed with Argyll & Bute Council that we WILL be able
to leave vehicles overnight in the car park (Charges apply -
expected £4 - but not confirmed if this includes a trailer).

Suggested campsite for those wishing to stay “in” Oban before /
after: NM 829 274 : http://www.obancaravanpark.com/

There is ample hotel, B&B and Youth Hostel accommodation in
Oban for those wishing a more comfortable night.

YOU SHOULD BOOK YOUR OWN ACCOMODATION IF REQUIRED.




Destination! Assuming the weather is fair the intent would be to camp on
Belnahua. Belnahua has a fascinating history - until the first world
war it has a thriving Slate Quarry with up to 100 residents, but
following the outbreak of war all the able men left the island and
the island has been deserted since. The ruined houses and some of
the machinery remain.
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Anyone not wishing to Camp would find accommodation in a B&B
in Easdate/Seil/Luing [but beware plans may need to change with
the weather].

The most direct route is only about 14-15 NM but depending on
the weather conditions your journey might choose to include:

Passing under the “Bridge Over the Atlantic”

Passing round Lismore, Kerrera, Seil or even Luing.
Visiting the uninhabited island of Fladda and its light house
Passing Insh Island with its once legendary hermit living in
a cave.

Stopping at Easdale to visit the Slate Islands Museum.
Visiting the monastic beehives on the Garvellachs.

Which could give two fairly big days for SIBs - perhaps 30-
40 NM if you wished.

Passage plan: TBC - each boat will be responsible for its own detailed planning
and navigation. Skippers should ensure they have the capability



and equipment to navigate to a place of safety if they become
separated from others in the group (e.g. by fog).

THESE ARE NOT PASSAGE PLANS BUT MAY GIVE YOU IDEAS
WHERE WE MIGHT GO! [Note OS maps are used here for
convenience - nautical charts are always recommended]
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This complete loop is approximately 73 nautical miles (over two
days - assuming great weather) - but it is possible to shorten it
easily!



Weather:

Food:

Alcohol:

[t is impossible to guarantee the weather (this is Scotland). Itis
entirely possible that at any time, including after you arrive, the
gathering could be abandoned by some or all craft due to the
weather. This is the reality of cruising on the exposed West Coast
of Scotland and you are solely responsible for assessing your
capabilities and the suitability of your boat. The weather is
beyond anyone’s control, and participants realize that they may
incur travel, accommodation and other costs in the event of
cancellation.

ALTERNATIVE PLAN IN POOR WEATHER - “Plan B” would be to
explore Loch Etive (if necessary launching at Taynuilt to avoid the
Falls of Lora). Whilst rare in June it is possible that even this is not
possible!

At this stage it has been assumed people will carry and cook their
own. Other events provide BBQs, or book tables in pubs - but this
adds significantly to organization and management of last minute
additions/dropouts.

Drinking and safe boating don’t mix! Make sure you are sober
when at the helm. Anyone thinking of a quick pint after they finish
on the Sunday before they drive home should also remember that
Scotland now has tougher drink-driving standards than the rest of
the UK. 1 drink could put you over the limit.

Children and Dogs: You'll know them better than we do and how well they will

fair on the boat for several hours and sleeping in a tent around
some beered up snoring old men!

Cruising speed: Probably less than 14 knots, certainly no more than 20!

Who:

Organizers:

All responsible skippers welcome, but this is specifically planned
around boats that wouldn’t normally participate in a “RIBnet
cruise” due to their size / speed.

There are no official organizers - this is just a group of people who
share a similar interest arriving in the same place at the same time.
However it was all Poly’s idea, and he’ll make suggestions around
organization to make the gathering better for all as things go on.
Nearer the time people who have expressed interest will be given
contact numbers etc.

Minimum qualification: None - but if you don’t have most of the skills in the

RYA Powerboat Level 2 syllabus
(http://www.rya.org.uk/coursestraining/courses/powerboat/Pag
es/Level2.aspx) you should ask yourself if you will be able to be
self sufficient.

Minimum boat / engine size: This event is being coordinated around smaller

slower boats than normally participate in “RIBnet cruises”
Responsible skippers are expected to be able to assess if there boat



Cost:

is suitable for any given trip and the conditions on the day - taking
into account local knowledge.

This isn’t an organized event - this is a group of like minded people
agreeing to turn up in the same place at the same time - so there is
no cost. There is a fee for parking at the suggested launch site - I
believe this is £2 per day. You should arrange any
accommodation etc yourself.

Recommended Kit list: There are several threads on RIBnet discussing the type

Midges:

of kit required for SIB cruising (e.g.
http://www.rib.net/forum/f50/what-kit-do-you-carry-on-your-
sib-42712.html). Responsible skippers are likely to have a good
idea of the kit they need - but feel free to ask for advice before
hand (or seek advice from your local RNLI sea safety advisor
(http://rnli.org/safety /respect-the-water/face-to-face-
advice/Pages/Advice-on-board.aspx).

If you breakdown and don’t have a suitable tow rope - expect looks
of derision from your fellow boaters. If you run into trouble and
don’t have a suitable anchor expect looks of derision from the
Coastguard. Ifyou have problems and don’t have a VHF don’t
expect anyone to know — mobile phone signal is likely to be non
existent!

Hopefully it is just early enough in the season to be before the
midges get really bad. Afloat they will not be an issue underway
but in a sheltered campsite they can be. A midge net is a good idea.
Smidge works reasonably well, and liberal application of Avon Skin
So Soft will stop them biting exposed skin. Put some antihistamine
in your first aid kit though!

Life jackets and Kill cords: This is not an organized event - but if you don’t

Fuel:

normally wear a kill cord or buoyancy aid / life jacket on a small
SIB in the relatively exposed waters of Scotland - you need to ask
yourself if you are “like minded”!

I'm not expecting more that 4 hrs each day of active cruising.
Many SIBs will manage this on a single tank of fuel but bring extra
there are some significant tidal races where you really don’t want
to run out! There are few places to refuel petrol outboards on the
West of Scotland. You should assume you need to carry sufficient
for the whole trip.

Registration: This isn’t an organized event - this is a group of like minded

Access law:

people agreeing to turn up in the same place at the same time - so
there is no official requirement to register - HOWEVER it would be
appreciated if you could indicate your participation on this thread
(including number of people) so we can help identify the space
required for camping, trailers etc. Likewise let us know if you
change your mind.

Scotland’s right to roam legislation is some of the most welcoming
in the world, but there is no automatic right to roam (or wild



VHF:

Coastguard:

Rescue:

camp) with motorized transport. Any rights are based on
responsible access and we would hope everyone wants to treat
this spectacular landscape with the respect it deserves.
http://www.outdooraccess-scotland.com/out-and-
about/recreation-activities /wild-camping/ Take home all your
rubbish, don’t disturb the locals, and don’t cut wood from trees and
we should be off to a good start.

Ch8.

If you have a DSC radio then it is worth adding the RIBnet Group
MMSI 023200057 - but bear in mind that most SIBers will be using
non-DSC hardware!

I've already given the Watch Manager at Stornoway CG (MMSI
002320024) a quick “heads up” and we will send a single Transit
Report for all vessels. You'll be asked therefore to “sign on” and
“sign off” each day to coordinate this. You may want to “buddy up”
with a similar sized boat. I intend to share boat details/call
signs/mobile numbers with everyone participating and the CG.
If this is a problem for you please discuss it with me.

We obviously hope not to need help (and there could be quite a
delay if you do). Many issues the group will be able to sort
amongst themselves, but [F YOUR BOAT OR ITS CREW ARE IN ANY
IMMEDIATE DANGER DO NOT HESITATE TO BROADCAST A
MAYDAY MESSAGE.

S*IB - should be interpreted to include SIBs, Small RIBs, and Small Rigid Boats of
similar design. Larger boats are welcome to join in or say “hello” but bear in
mind - we are expecting a slow cruising speed AND many of the SIBbers are
looking forward to the self sufficiency of this trip.



